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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 10-11, 18-19 and 28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Umeda (US 4,325,451). 

Umeda teaches a structure includes a pair of longitudinally extending structural 
members (263,264) defining a platform there between, in co-axial alignment, for 
mounting equipment inside a vehicle, the vehicle having a frame (11), the structure 
comprising: at least one structural member (26) defining a platform, said platform being 
characterized by a plurality of equipment bays adapted to receive equipment, gas 
engines (30,32); 

a plurality of attachment sites (100) provided on said at least one structural 
member, said attachment site adapted to be resiliently attached (via spring 102, cylinder 
101)to the frame (11)of the vehicle for suspending said platform inside the vehicle 
enclosure (24); wherein, when said structure is installed inside the vehicle, said platform 
is operative to maintain the equipment mounted thereto in a substantially rigid assembly 
during motion of the vehicle; 

wherein each attachment site is adapted to receive at least one resilient mount\ 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,268 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3618 

(101), said resilient mount being operative to isolate said platform from the frame of the 
vehicle when said structure is installed inside the vehicle; 

wherein said resilient mount is selected from the group consisting of: a rubber 
mount, a spring, a damper, a pneumatic spring and a fluid-filled mount, wherein said 
platform is characterized by a plurality of equipment bays, each equipment bay adapted 
to receive a respective piece of equipment; 

wherein said structure further includes a plurality of beam members extending 
transversely between said longitudinally extending structural members, said beam 
members being operative to delimit said equipment bays; 

the platform is substantially independent from the rigidity of the frame of the 
vehicle when said structure is installed inside the vehicle; 

. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12-17, 20-27 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Umeda (US 4,325,451). 

With regards to the platform assembly being intended for mounting equipment 
inside a railcar, magnetically levitated vehicle, ship or airborne vehicle, a recitation of 
the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural difference between 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,268 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3618 

the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the 
intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Umeda (US 4,325,451) as applied to claims 5 and 6 above, and further in view of 
Howell et al (US 4,770,427). 

Umeda does not teach a fluid receptacle or attachment site on longitudinal 
structural frame members. 

Howell et al teaches structure that includes a pair of longitudinally extending 
structural members (36) defining a platform there between for mounting equipment 
inside a vehicle, the vehicle having a frame (16), the platform being characterized by a 
plurality of equipment bays adapted to receive equipment, (64,54,44); 
wherein at least one attachment site is provided on each of said longitudinally extending 
structural members, see Figures 1-2 and wherein said platform includes a receptacle 
(54) for collecting fluids, said receptacle being positioned within one or more of said 
equipment bays such that said receptacle is located beneath one or more pieces of 
equipment when the one or more pieces of equipment are mounted to said platform. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a fluid reservoir on a vehicle for supply fluid to and 
engine as well known in the art and to further secure the platform apparatus to the 
frame via the longitudinal structure members for distributing the weight of the apparatus 
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across the vehicle frame and to provide a more secure rigid connection between the 
platform apparatus and the frame. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly E. Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6693. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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